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By JOHN CHAMBERLAIN :
OT 80 LONG AGO the report came

- reports, coming in from the anti-Castro underground, :
- sald & nolse had been heard, which wmﬂd Mdica.te
something had been hit, .
The plane in question was a twin
Beechceraft C-45, piloted by Geoffrey
'Sulllvan of Waterbury, Conn., and
! owned--on a still largely unpald
Irishman
' named Alexander Rorke Jr., who
: boasts he was the first Amerlcan
reporter to be jailed by Castro.
Though nobody had seen the plane
take off from any point that would
have Indicated sn jnfringement of
the neutrallty laws, the U, 8. govern-
ment grabbed the Beechceraft in Con-
necticut the othir day. It is now held at Bradley
Field, near Hartipid, and its owner can’t reclaim it,
though he insm}

" The loss of ¢

wants to help/

plane, he hafi { +v.c0- boat, the Violynn ITI, which was

kept hy the

ships The Violynn III was permitted by

selzed rf/tHe Coast Guard.

N, ,,h & by the U. S. Customs in t.he Miaml
River, /Me fyiolynn III is, according to Mr. Rorke,
1ts exhausdd]. and “ruining” the manifolds. Mr. Rorke
insiets. ou
ferred m,,/}‘g st him for violating any laws of the
Unlted St 5:‘ with the Violynn IIL

The 2 w«\rnment obviously, thinks it has good
reasor 'I ‘ypjuester the Beecheraft and the Violynn
IIL, and/fci\rbe it has. But, regardiess of the technical
lega‘. cititt\und wrongs of the case, what makes Mr.
Rorle/ paril‘.'\,‘-:xrly augry Is the invasion of what he

consillers l} o nis moral rights as a dedicated freedom
tiglicer. ‘
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.‘SE'[‘TIj L at a luncheon tuble this week and’
letting A#{¥oad yrow cold, Mr. Rorke spoke of what -

Re conndfit vy be the deuble standard involved in
applicarfy
said. ..
rafds v

\t,' wvooconducting  antt-Castro leaflet

Y

it was seized without a warrant
:mq that no chayjfes have been preferred against him, '
e plane is the second gerious sethack '
which Mr. Rorlff, a dedicated anti-Communist who !
e Cubans get rid of Castro, has en-:
countered in regh nt weeks Before his troubles with the -

g f om using Norman's Key, an is- .
.48, &s 8 possible base for raids

CHABLaLAIN | ’

¢+ the U.'S. herofe past. It anti-Castro Cubans are to
‘be kept from: tighting Castro, he says, then General
“rotiljg” agrause of the salt that is backing up into

\.\gam that no charges have been pre- .

. for enlisting in the war againsi tyranny anywhere.

¢t neutrality laws, Only yesterday, he -
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‘ment .was . itse

" Eagle 8quadron . td ﬂght ‘the Nazis for the Britis

' eastern Asia. They are contributing to Isrdel in its

this, he sakd for Cubamx, but. the ‘tab for the ra.ida
was, as he put it, “picked up by the C. I A” which
would indicate that the raids had been approved by d
U. 8, government agency. o i

© {vhatMr."Rorks ‘wants;to know s why ‘It 18
right to break a laﬁ’ At one tlme and wrong to break
it at anothyer.,,Befoge 1963, he, satd, the U. 8. govern
1 1n violating the neutrallty»
Cuba. But today 1t. quegmed

legislatmn mxregm ;

What bbthers Mr. ‘Rorke g that the crackdoWn )
the Cubans’seééms, lnferentiauy, to condemn much ot

Claire Chennault-of :Loulsiaha was- wrong to have
organized the Flying Tigers to help the Chinese fight
the Japanese in the days before Pearl Harbor. And At
was wrong for Amer;can fliers to have enlisted in the'

Beyond that, Mr. Rotke recalls the time. whe .
Raoul Lufbefy- ‘61 Wallingford, Conn., helped organize’
the Lafayette Escadrille to carry out air mlsslons' ‘
against the Germans in World War I. This was before
the U. 8. had formally entered the war.

It is Mr. Rorke’s, contention that any America.n
eitizen should have the blessing of his government:

Americans are fighting against Communists in scuth-

struggle to maintain its territorial integrity against
the Arab states. Why, then, discriminate against an
American freedom fighter for choosing Castro
his target? Mr, Rorke wants to know.




